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Puzzle 
Which characteristics defined 
women who played central 
roles in Hutu militias?



Gender Inequality 
and Grievances



Gender Inequality 
and Grievances

Fear and Peer 
Pressure 



Our contribution
Women’s participation in Genocide
What makes women more influential in 
participation in violence?



What is a co-
participation network



Network terms:

Edges/ties
Weighted edges/ties
Directed edges/ties
Self-loop in the network
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Network terms:
Nodes/vertices
Edges/ties
Degree centrality
Self-loop in the network
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Nodes: Participants
Ties: Number of Co-Participants
Degree of Centrality: Number of violent 
acts with co-participants

Women Centrality in Hutu Militias



Hypotheses
H1: Higher Age leads to more 
Centrality 

H2: Group strength and movement
H3: Multiparty and group movement



Hypotheses
H1: Higher Age leads to more 
Centrality 
H2: Higher Education leads to more 
Centrality
H3: Multiparty and group movement



Questions
• Network centrality



Questions
• Age x Women

• Education 
“Occupation” x 
Women



Questions
• Nationality

• Main effects 



Questions
Dependent variable (violent/ how 
central?)

Independent variables of interest

Control variables

• Network centrality

• Age x Women

• Occupation x Women

• Main effects 

• Nationality







Summary

Conditional on participation -
Women are more likely to be violent in genocide
Women are less central in genocide
Women who are central are older and better educated



Next steps
Use different specifications to measure centrality
Different types of violence
Alternate sensitivity
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