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Rwanda’s minister for

women'’s affairs at the time of
the 1994 war is accused of an
incomprehensible evil —
inciting Hutus to rape thousands
of female Tuisis. Pauline

Nyiramasuhuko is now the first
woman ever on trial for
genocide. A Woman's Work

In just 100 days in 1994, about 800,000 people were slaughtered in Rwanda
by ethnic Hutu extremists. They were targeting members of the minority
Tutsi community, as well as their political opponents, irrespective of their
ethnic origin.

By Peter Landesman

crisscrossed Butare's back roads, announcing that the Red Cross had
arrived at a nearby stadium to provide food and guarantee sa )
By April 25, thousands of desperate Tutsis had gathered at the stadium,

Tt was a trap. Instead of receiving food and shelter, the refugees were
surrounded by men wearing bandoleers and headdresses made of spiky
banara leaves. These men were Interahamwe, thuggish Hutu maraud-
ers whose name means “those who attack together.” According to an
eyewitness I spoke with this summer in Butare, supervising from the
sidelines was Pauline, then 48, a portly woman of medium height in a

laughter, and then worse, came to Butare, a sleepy,
sun-bleached Rwandan town, i ing of 1
Hutu death squads armed with machetes and nail-
studded clubs had deployed throughout the coun-
tryside, killing looting and burning. Roadblocks
had been set up 10 cull fleeing Tutsis. By the third
week of April, as the Rwanda genocide was reach-
ing its peak intensity, tens of thousands of corpses were rotting in the
streets of Kigali, the country’s capital. Butare, a stronghold o? Tutsis

and politically moderate Hutus thit had resisted the government’s or-

ders for genocide, was the next target. Its residents could hear gunfire

from the hills in the west; at night they watched the firelight of 1orched

nearby villages. Armed Hutus soor gathered on the edges of town, but
Butare's panicked citizens defended its borders.

Enraged by Butare's revolt, Rwarda’s interim government dispatched

riramasuhuko, the nationul minister of family and women's af-

gali on a mission. Before becoming one of the most power-

ful women in Rwanda's governmen, Pauline — as everyone, enemy and

coloriul African wrap and spectacles.

Before becoming Rwanda’s chief official for wemen's affairs, Paul-
ine was a social worker, roaming the countryside, offering lectures on
fem mpowerment and instruction on child cre and AIDS pre-
vention, Her days as minister were similarly devoted to improving
the lives of women and children. But at the stadium, a 30-year-old
farmer named Foster Mivumbi told me, Pavline issumed a different
responsibility. Mivumbi, who has confessed to taking part in the




Puzzle

Which characteristics defined
women who played central
roles in Hutu militias?
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Our contribution

Women'’s participation in Genocide
What makes women more influential in
participation in violence”?



What is a co-
participation network
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Network terms:



Network terms:
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Network terms:
Nodes/vertices
Edges/ties

Degree centrality
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Women Centrality in Hutu Militias

Nodes: Participants
Ties: Number of Co-Participants

Degree of Centrality: Number of violent
acts with co-participants



Hypotheses

H1: Higher Age leads to more
Centrality



Hypotheses

H1: Higher Age leads to more

Centrality
H2: Higher Education leads to more

Centrality



Questions
» Network centrality
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Questions

« Age x Women

 Education
“‘Occupation” x
Women
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Questions

» Nationality
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Questions

* Network centrality — Dependent variable (violent/ how
central?)

« Age x Women
Independent variables of interest

* QOccupation x Women

« Main effects _
. Control variables
» Nationality
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Predicted outcome
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Summary

Conditional on participation -

Women are more likely to be violent in genocide

Women are less central in genocide
Women who are central are older and better educated



Next steps

Use different specifications to measure centrality
Different types of violence
Alternate sensitivity
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